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Nuking human 


by David Webster 
the ACTivist 


The recent “Team 
Canada” trade mission to 
China, highlighted by a 
tentative deal for Canada 
tosellCandu nuclear reac- 
tors, is Coming under in- 
creasing fire from 
environment and human 
rights activists. 

Whilein China, Prime 
Minister Jean Chrétien — 
with nine provincial pre- 
-~ miers in tow — inked new 
deals and contracts worth 
an estimated $9-billion. 
The biggest deal was a 
memorandum of under- 
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reactors to China. 


Most Canadians are dead set 
“Rubin, director of Energy 


Probe, adding “I suspect that most 
Chinese people would also want 
the sale not to happen.” 

Formany, the main fear around 
that sale of Candu technology is the 
continuing proliferation of nuclear 
weapons in a fragmented post-Cold 
War world. In 1974, India became 
the sixth country to explode a 
nuclear bomb— a bombassembled 
with the aid of prototype nuclear 
technology. Since then, Rubin said, 
the targets for Candu sales pitches 
have been “a rogue’s gallery of 
would-be nuclear states.” 

High on the list have been 

e Pakistan, which may have 
already realized its long-cherished 
dream of an “Islamic bomb” to 
counter India’s nuclear capability 

e South Korea, which carries 


out a nuclear weapons program in ^ 


the shadow of the much-talked- 
about North Korean effort 

e Argentina, which new docu- 
ments show had a (since-re- 
nounced) nuclear weapons program 
under the military juntas of the 70s 
and 80s 

e Romania, where Candus 
were built using slave labour under 
the Ceaucescu regime. 

The China deal is the first time 
that Canada has tried tosell Candus 
toanexisting nuclear weapons state 
(China has the third-largest nuclear 
arsenal in the world, after the United 


nuclear weapons states ... a kind of 


nuclear outlaw,” Rubin said. The 
Chinese government is swimming 
against the international tide by car- 
rying on with atmospheric nuclear 
testexplosions in Eastern Turkestan 
(Xinjiang province); China has 
signed few international arms con- 
trol treaties (its signature, for in- 
stance, is missing from the Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty). 

Canada is likely to include a 
non-proliferation clause aimed at 
preventing diversion into the Chi- 
nese weapons program in any con- 
tracts, but such a clause would be 
worthless, according to Rubin. Plu- 
tonium, with a half-life of 24,000 
years, can be diverted for the fore- 
seeable future. That means that not 
only would absolute faith have to be 
placed in the current Chinese re- 
gime of Deng Xiaoping, but abso- 
lute faith would also have to be 
placed in all future Chinese regimes. 

Even the existing government 
poses problems, however. “What 
we are concerned about and aware 
ofis that the Chinese government is 
extremely intolerant of dissent,” said 
Michael Craig, co-chairman of the 
Toronto-based China Human Rights 

,Group. “Even extremely knowl- 
edgeable Chinese experts have been 
silenced if they have spoken out 
against (government policies).” 

In one recent example, also 
involving energy policy, journalist 
Dai Qing was jailed for ten months 
after she edited the book Yangtze! 
Yangtze! That book compiled the 


States and Russia). “China is prob- 


t Coalition 


oe caour 
PS c= 


views of a large number of Chinese 


tion to the government’s Three 


Gorges hydro-electricmegaproject, 
which threatens to flood the homes 
of more than one million people. 
The book, published as the pro- 
democracy movement was gather- 
ing steam in 1989 in the run-up to 
the Tiananmen Square protests, 
“marked a watershed event in post- 
1949 Chinese politics as it repre- 
sented the first use of large-scale 
publiclobbying by intellectuals and 
public figures to influence the gov- 
ernment decision-making process,” 
according to the Far Eastern Eco- 
nomic Review. 

Yangtze! Yangtze! was quickly 
banned and many of its contribu- 
tors, the nucleus of an emerging 
green movement, were fired or im- 
prisoned. 

During the Team Canada visit, 
Chrétien hailed new deals that con- 
tribute to the Three Gorges 
megaproject. B.C.. Premier Mike 
Harcourt announced that no B.C. 
companies would be involved in 
Three Gorges on environmental 
grounds, but the other eight pre- 
miers were silent. 

Three Gorges continues to be 
built despite strong opposition and 
an emerging international consen- 
sus that small-scale projects are 
more efficient than dams and other 
megaprojects, both from an eco- 
nomic and a development point of 
view. 

Environmental problems also 
lie at the base of opposition to the 
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to your generosity. 


I've been involved with ACT for Disarmament for the past ten 
years and it has been a very rewarding experience. 

I joined ACT because I appreciated its determination and 
creativity. I liked its politics of street-based outreach and mobiliza- 
tion of everyday people to also act for disarmament. I liked its 
encouragement of all to become leaders, but appreciation for those 
who just wanted to be part of a movement for radical change. 

ACT has always been run by volunteers — the people that do 
the work make the decisions. I liked the fact that members were 
people from all walks of life. I joined ACT because it maintained 
a non-aligned position throughout the Cold War: a principled 
position in opposition to all militarism. ACT worked then, and still 
does, in partnership with independent activists around the world. 

I continue to work with ACT because of its demands for a 
world without armies or borders, a world that seeks international 
peace through shared development of wealth and ideas. 

It's been a real challenge trying to maintain a high level of 
activism while operating on a minimal budget. ACT accepts no 
corporate or government money. We rely on citizens. 

From looking at this newspaper, at ACT’s demonstrations, and 
at the regular media coverage of ACT events, you might think we 
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| Apri 26/86: Protest for peace, Yonge Street. Photo: Jeff Smith 
possible only because members give hours of their time and often 
pay for the events themselves. 

Activist time is better spent organizing campaigns than trying to 
raise the rent and pay the phone bill. That’s why we are asking you 
for a regular monthly contribution to ACT. Or even just subscribe to 
this newspaper! (Use the handy form on the back page 

Do you want to see ACT continue to grow as a vital voice for 
peace, ecology and human rights? It will happen with your 


involvement and generosity. 
— Stephen Dankowich 
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ACT on the move 


ACT has moved to a new address: 


602 Markham Street 


Toronto, M6G 2L8 


(just south of Bloor, one block west 
of Bathurst ¢ 3rd floor inside 
Common Knowledge Books) 


The phone number is still 531-6154 
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Thanks for your Rwanda ar- à 
ticle in the October/94 i issue Of the > 
ACTivist. cas | 
I have been in touch with per- I do not think that we are impo- 
u : id th et re S S 3 sonnel who have spent sath in tent to act in the face of this crisis, ; the ACTivist 
p Rwanda since the (most) recent but accurate information is key to encourages you to 
conflagration... Yourobservations any realistic plan of action. submit letters to: 
f i appear accurate, and will help to EL 602 Markham Street 
O r peace & raise the awareness of readers as- (Father) Edwin Galea Toronto, ON, M6G 2L8 
tonished by the extent of the disas- 3 Pastor, Corpus a - Internet: 
Canadians are appallingly served ty their media. ter. . Toronto neleel apc.org 


To hear the editors of major dailies or the programmers of TV news tell 
it, we're a pretty stupid lot. The media no longer exists to inform the public 
(if indeed it ever did), is the word from dic Conrad Blacks, Ken Ihomsons —— 
of the world. The media is a business, like other 


businesses, dependent on the bottom Jine. ine ACTivist — - What Now? 


That wouldn't be so bad if the mainstream media in Canada was doing 
any sort of ajob of informing Canadians. But theyre not. They seem to have © 
forgotten that “consumers” of the news are actually.real people, with real + An evaluation of I 994 
thoughts, real curiosities, real opinions. People who might want to see below 


* © 
te surface ofa story, or hear about a story thats been Alden ° A planning session for 1995 
Classic newsroom theory, for instance, says people Only—have the e o 
attention span to follow three overseas stories at a time. So when Haiti, e A ehance to get involved in 
Bosnia and China are in the news, Somalia has to be taken out to make room. -e o f 
Stories like Tibet or East Timor, meanwhile, are ignored altogether. : tar im ža i WY pape 
Or look closer to home. To judge from the daily papers and the TV news On 10 S ont “¢ ne S r Oo 
reports, the Innu of Labrador are a violent bunch of obstructionists who gs co igh 
-occasionally burst into the spotlight to evict Mounties from their communi- peace, bet logy & human r ts 
ties. The stories of glue-sniffing children in Davis Inlet surface from time to 


© © 
time, a sort of pornography of poverty. Who would have guessed the © All peace activists welcome 


problems started when they were taken off their land, in part so it could be | 3 ; 
turned into a training range for NATO jets? (Those reading this paper know ; Tu esday, December 20th 


better: they've read about the Innu’s unwavering commitment to non- 


violence and their ongoing struggle against the invasion of their homeland. 5R |) pm ° 602 M arkh am., TO. 
And it’s telling that the Department of National Defence reads the ACTivist, | : | “2 
Call (416) 531-6154 
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not the Toronto Star, to find out what opposition to expect.) 

Or look at the way the media covered the recent review of defence 
policy. Those groups and individuals who took the time to present thoughtful 
and meaningful alternatives for the defence of Canada in a post-Cold War 
world were dismissed out of hand, and coverage focused on how many 


dollars would go to different departments of the military. What about getting ? 
rid of the military altogether? No one in the press even asked. M OVI N G ; ACT Chapters and Contacts 

That's why we need an alternative press in this country. That’s why, for READ THI S ! ACT Toronto ACT Oakville ACT Guelph 
ten years, we’ve been bringing out the ACTivist on a shoe-string budget, 602 Markham Street c/o Oakville Community P.O. Box 1302 
produced entirely by volunteers — as 2 modest contribution to an alterna- If you move, aero gon 2L6 akda 5 aia ine re N 
tive, community-based press for peace. 3 Canada Post will not Fax: (416) 531-5850 148 sate Street : (519) 767-0313 

We invite you to become a part of that. If you like what you’ re reading, forward your copy of act@ web.apc.org Oakville, ON L6K 3A7 Fax: (519) 767-1785 
or think it’s on the right track and you could help make it better, then the the ACTivist. eit ey oe 1 hands @web.ape.org 
ACTivist needs you. Come outto our year-end meeting (where we’ ll evaluate Please let us know zo Vancouver Contact 
1994’s ACTivist and plan the 1995 version) — see the ad on this page for if you're moving, to St. Catharines Contact Susan Moore 
details. Orjust drop usa line with your thoughts. We’ d love to hear from you. avoid missing a single Bruce Allen ge SOTE 

: & g (905) 934-6233 
Happy holidays to all our friends and readers. copy. Peterborough Contact 


Remember ACT is Fredericton Contact Ontario Public Interest 
| Diane Terry Research Group 
at a new address: (506) 472-2629 (705) 748-1767 
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Daniel Ashini, the Innu 
Nation’s Director of Innu Rights 
and the Environment, gave this ed- 
ited speechin St. John’s, Newfound- 
land, on October 18, 1994. 

The environmental review of 
military flight training in Labrador 
and Quebec is acase study in what’ s 
wrong with the federal 
environmental review process. 

The problems that we are 
experiencing in trying to get a 
thorough evaluation of the impacts 
of military flight training and a fair 
hearings process will be experienced 
by other people across Canada 
unless we can get some significant 
improvements in the process. 

Many of you may have read in 
the newspapers or seen TV reports 
that we are presently boycotting the 
environmental review of the military 
flight training. We took this decision 
along with our relatives in Quebec 
only after a lengthy correspondence 
with the Environmental Assessment 
Panel. 

It wasn'ta decision we wanted 
to make. It was pretty painful for us 
AD KEES ES 
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because WE nvested a lot of 


energy init over the last eight years. 

But we pulled out only after all 
the evidence said to us that the 
process had become biased in favour 
of the military and that we were not 
going to get a fair hearings process. 

Justa point of information here. 
There are three Innu organizations 
involved in the boycott — the 
Conseil des Atikamekw et des 
Montagnais (CAM), the Innu 


Environmental review 
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Nation, and Naskapi Band of 
Quebec. CAM and the Naskapi 
Band represent Innu people in 
Quebec who have harvesting 
territory inside the Low Level 
Training Areas. About 50% of these 
training areas are in Quebec. 

We've been fighting against 
this training now for close to 15 
years. 

Our opposition stems not just 
from concerns about the 
environmental and human impacts 
of the current training, butalsofrom 
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Fighter and Weapons Training 
Centre proposal in May 1990, just 
after the Environmental Review 
Panel gave DND a 38 point 
deficiency statement on its first 
Environmental Impact Statement. 

Despite this cancellation, DND 
has continued to seek ways to 
expand the training at Goose Bay. 

DND’s desire to expand the 
training at Goose Bay is related to 


Suzuki joins Innu 
speakers in Toronto 


The November 10th Public 
Forum for the Friends of the Innu 
was a tremendous success. The Innu 
and other speakers all made 
excellent appeals for support at this 
critical period. The auditorium was 
packed to standing room only with 
over 300 people to hear their urgent 
appeal. 

Elizabeth Penashue, Daniel 
Ashini and Guy Bellefleur from La 
Romaine represented the Innu. 

Guy spoke first, in French, with 
Peter Armitage (consultant to the 
Innu) providing translation. Guy 
Bellefleur is from La Romaine, 
Quebec. He noted that the Innu 
wanted very much to end 
LLMFT ing in Nitassinan because 
these very pilots then bomb people 
in Iraq and elsewhere. The Innu feel 
morally responsible for not having 
stopped the flight training. 

Guy also reported that a friend 
of his had a miscarriage following 


an experience of being overflown. 
Guy reminded us that the world 
will never know who that person 
would become and what we have 
all lost. Guy asked for a minute of 
silence for this unborn Innu. 

Daniel Ashini spoke about the 
environmental assessment process 
and appealed for supporters to 
continue working againstlow-level 
military flight training. 

Elizabeth Penashue was very 
emotional as always. Her appeal to 
help the Innu preserve their 
distinctive way of life was well 
received. 

David Suzuki was the first 
speaker and he made a powerful 
statement about scientists and their 
misconstrued belief that they can 
take apart nature and reconstruct it. 

There also was an auction of 
{nnu-made items like snowshoes, 
mocassins, a fishing spear, jackets, 
boots and other items.8 


the need to improve the cost 
effectiveness of the training. You 
probably heard in the news last week 
that the Royal Air Force is worried 


about the cost of the training at 


Goose Bay. 

There are two ways toimprove 
the cost effectiveness: 

1. reduce the costs of using 
Goose Bay for the Allied air forces, 
for example, by cutting the number 
of workers on the base to reduce the 
labour costs, or by reducing the 
amount of money spent on 
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force to train at Goose — We 
presently have the Dutch, German, 
British and Canadian Air Forces 
training there. DND says that the 
Belgians and Italians are also ex- 
ploring the possibility of training 
there. 

2. improving the facilities at 
Goose Bay so that the Allies get a 
bigger bang for their Pounds, 
Deutchmarks, and Kroners. 

DND is moving to improve the 
facilities in the following ways: a) 
building a second bombing range 

continued next page 


Support the Innu 
and the Earth! 


The International Campaign for the Innu 
and the Earth (ICIE) needs your support and 
active involvementin this crucial campaign 
over the next few months. 

This issue soeaks to all of us inthe peace and 
disarmament, environmental, native rights 
and human rights social movements. 


The Innu implore Canadians to act now! 
We must make our voices heard. 


How Will You Participate? 

1. Organize a protest at a Liberal MP's office 
(Sheila Copps, David Collenetfe, your 
MP S...) 

2. Write letters of protest to Sheila Copps, 
Minister of the Environment and Energy, 
House of Commons 509-S, Ottawa, ON KIA 
OAG, fax (819) 953-3457. 

3. Rally in Ottawa on the Saturday following 
the release of FEARO"’s recommendations. 
4. Make q eca aS Ae coninbution 


119, Sheshatshiu, KOAA AOP 1MQ). Jax 
deductible receipts are available on request. 


5. Organize in your community for the 3rd 


International Day of Action for the Innu and 
the Earth, now scheduled for Saturday, April 
29, 1995. 


ICIE is a joint project of the Innu Nation, ACT for 
Disarmament, Centre des Ressource sur la Non-Violence, 
HANDS, Oakville Community Centre for peace, ecology 

& human rights, Canadian Voice of Women for Peace, 
Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament (England), Society 
for Threatened Peoples (Germany), Innu Support Group 

(Netherlands) and infernational Peace Bureau. 


action of the month ¢ end violence against women 


: December6 marks the fifth anniver- 
sary of the Montreal Massacre, when 
14 women were gunned down at the 
Ecole Polytechnique in Montreal. They 
were killed for no other reason than 
being women. This December6, women 
andmen across Canada will remember 
these senseless and tragic deaths and 
work to end violence against women. 

some of the December 6 events 
being planned for Toronto (note: some 
events are women-only): Subway out- 
reach/leafletting, 4-6 p.m.; Vigil at 
Philosophers Walk, off Bloor St. west 
of Avenue Rd. on the University of 
Toronto campus, 6-7 p.m. (call 588- 
1602); Premiere screening of “The 
Vienna Tribunal’ focussing on the 
Vienna world conference on human 


Education auditorium, 7:30 p.m.; Works of 
women poets reading, Trinity St. Pauls 
Centre, 8 p.m. 

In Oakville, there will be a candlelight 
vigil at 7 p.m. at St. John’s United Church, 
262 Randall Street (just west of Trafalgar, 
north of Lakeshore). For more information, 
phone (905) 338-1031 or 849-5501. 

We encourage people to make a holi- 
day season donation to a local rape crisis 
centre, shelter for battered women, 
women's information centre, or women’s 
activist group. For example, cheques will 
be gladly received by the ACT for Disarma- 
ment Women’s Collective, which has been 
sending urgently-needed books andmanu- 
als specific to women’s needs to indepen- 
dent women’s groups working for peace in 
the former Yugoslavia. 


rights, Ontario Institute for Studies in 
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Tax Scam! 

On Wednesday October 18, a 
large demonstration of First Na- 
tions numbering approx. 1,000- 
1,500 gathered to protest unfair tax 
laws among other things — the date 
marks the anniversary of the 1974 
Caravan to Ottawa. 

Demonstrators met at Nathan 
Philip Square where four drums 
markedthe four directions. The pro- 
cession then headed for the Toronto 
Stock Exchange, where a small 
group entered the bulding to lay a 
wreath symbolic of the suffering of 
First Nations at the hands of eco- 
nomic greed. They then continued 
to Revenue Canada to protest the 
1992 decision to tax First Nations 
people who work off reserve. 

Some protesters also went to 
the Archdiocese of the Roman 
Catholic Church to lay wreaths in 
honour of the victims of sexual abuse 
at residential schools. The caravan 
continued to Ottawa where over 
three hundred met on Parliament 


Hill. 


Move-a-thon 

The Turtle Island Support 
Group, a non-native (non-govern- 
organized their third annual ‘Move- 
a-thon’ this October, to raise money 
for First Nation Children and Y outh. 
Among the many agencies that kept 
their doors open on Sunday Oct 
16th were The Native Women’s 
Resource Centre, Aboriginal Legal 
Services, and Council Fire. Over 20 
“movers” (mostly walkers with the 
exception of one or two keen cy- 
clists) including two ‘lead walkers’ 
both 8 years old, took to the street 
for the 10 K walk which raised 
almost $4000.00. Money will be 
divided between the many agencies 


. devoted to helping First Nations | 
Children & Youth children & youth ' 


in Toronto. 


Six Women, Seven 
Months 


Women in Kingston’s infa- 
mous P4W have made an appeal for 
help regarding the treatment of six 
Native women who were placed in 
segregation seven months ago after 
a ‘disturbance’ occurred there. 

As well as being kept in spe- 
cial cells for 23 hours a day (al- 
lowed one hour per day to visit the 
exercise yard) the women have been 
stripped by the (mostly male) Emer- 


gency Response Team, subjected 


to internal searches, paraded naked 
in front of three male prison em- 
ployees, had their beds nipped from 
their cells (forcing them to sleep on 
the floor), and five of the women 
were transferred for a period of time 
to the men’s pen. These women 
have not even gone to court for the 
charges against them. 

Write to your MPnow to pro- 
test this inhumane treatment! 
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northwest of Goose Bay. Thisrange 
will take up about 1,000 square 
kilometers of our harvesting 
territory. It would be built near 
Keshikashkau (Disappointment 
Lake). Future avoidance by military 
pilots of wildlife and our camps in 
the vicinity of this bombing range 
will be very difficult. 

b) Rockets and machine guns 
would be used on this bombing 
range. I also understand that the 
Allies want to use live ammunition 
on this bombing range in addition to 
the practice bombs they are using 
on the Minipi Lake range. 

c) increase the number of 
training sorties from about 5,000 
oer year to 18,000. 15,000 of these 
sorties would be at low level. 

d) change the kind of training 
at Goose Bay so that not just low- 
evel training would be conducted 
out dogfighting and Combined Air 
Operations as well. Combined Air 
Operations involve large numbers 
of aircraft in the air at one time, 
pretending they are fighting a real 
war, with enemy aircraft, incoming 
sombers, and so forth. 

e) a big increase in the Cana- 
dian Air Force presence. DND says 
in its EIS that there will be 19 CAF 
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doesn’t specify exa 
aircraft will be doing. 

In my view, it’s just a matter of 
“ime before we see supersonic flight 
‘raining at Goose Bay, because the 
jets training there are all capable of 
supersonic speeds, and the kind of 
aiming they are proposing to do 
often involves supersonic flight. At 


ctly what these of public concern.” 
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Cold Lake, Alberta, where this train- 
ing occurs, supersonic flight is a 
normal part of the training. Of 
course when jets fly supersonic, 
faster than the speed of sound, they 
produce sonic booms. 

DND is pretending that there 
willnotbe supersonic flight training 
at Goose Bay in the future, but we 
don’t believe this. 7 

I now want to talk about the 
defects in the environmental review 
of military flight training. 

Keep in mind that this 
environmental assessment began 
because of “the potential for 
environmental impact resulting 
from the proposed activities and 
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The flight training began in 
1980 withoutenvironmental impact 
assessment, so there was political 
commitment to the training without 
the benefit of scientific, Innu and 
public input into the training. In 
1981, Major George Landry of DND 
prepared an Initial Environmental 


| promote its plans for expansion at CFB 


| Goose Bay. 


i The Innu received $0.155M to prepare 
i for The Environmental Impact Assess- 
‘ment while DND received $16M. 


| The Innu need your generous financial 
| support to get their message out 

| across the country. Please make a 

| substantial, one-time donation for the 
| Innu and the Earth. Don’t delay! 


| Donations can be sent to the Innu 
| Nation, PO Box 119, Sheshatshiu, 


Labrador AOP 1MO. 


Evaluation that gave the environ- 
mental green light to the training. 
But this document is not worth the 
paper it’s written on. It’s 27 pages 
long. The total amount of text is 21 
pages. 


Then we get to DND’s new. 


Environmental Impact Statement 
and the issue of public hearings. In 
a nut shell, are objections to the 
process are: 3 

1. DND’s EIS is grossly 
inadequate. Here, I note that the 
dozen or so technical experts 
retained by the Conseil des 
Atikamek et des Montagnais, Innu 
Nation, and Naskapi Band found 
150 deficiencies in this study. About 

See Sa 


chnical experts 
by the Panel also found major 
deficiencies. 

In total, we identicied 36 
information requirements ignored 
by DND and the Panel that had to be 
dealt with in order for there to be a 
proper assessment of the military 
training. But the Panel never gave 
us an explanation as to why it does 
not believe these 36 requirements 
constitute major deficiencies 
needing more research by DND. 

And so, the Panel decided that 
we should proceed directly to the 
hearings, and that DND should only 
have to make a token effort to fill 
some additional information 
requests without dealing with the 
profound defects in its study. 

2. The Panel has dropped its 
own Guidelines that required DND 
to assess the impact of the training 
on Aboriginal rights and the land 
rights negotiations process. Dr. 
Wilkinson said that dropping this 


requirement is a prejudicial to the - 


Innu as deleting the assessment of 
economic impacts would be to 
peoplein Goose Bay. Dr. Wilkinson 
resigned from the Panel alleging 
political interference in the affairs 
of the Panel. 

I must point out that the 
Labrador Inuit Association was also 
very critical of the Panel because it 
let DND get away without having 
to look at the impact of the training 
on negotiations and rights. 

3. The hearing process is un- 
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Flaws in environment review 
į (continued from page 3) 


fair and does not allow for a thor- 
ough discussion of military flight ` 
training and its impacts. The Panel 
scheduled meetings in our commu- 
nities ata time when the Innu people 
most affected by the training are in 
the country hunting, trapping, and 
fishing. 

Also, its technical sessions do 
notdeal with all the importantissues, 
such as project justification. They 
do not provide adequate time to 
deal with all the complexities of the 
flight training issue. 

In addition, we are not allowed 
to cross-examine DND staff and 
consultants so that we can tease out 
all their assumptions, 
methodologies, and so forth. 

In sum, after giving careful 
consideration to all the evidence, 
and weighing our options, we 
decided: to pull out of the 
environmental review process, in 
an effort to apply political pressure 
to obtain improvements in it. 

We met with Environment 
Minister, Sheila Copps, on 
September 28th to go over our 
concerns. At the meeting, we told 
her we are very interested in the 
idea of mediation so that we can 
find a solution to this impass with 
the Panel. We senthera leter to this 
effect on October 4th. To date, we 
are still waiting for a response from 
the Minister regarding this idea of 
mediation. (note:-no response was 
ever received from Copps and it is 
now too late for mediation.) 

But to conclude, the fact that 
wehavestayedin theenvironmental 
review process for 8 years, as well 
as the fact that we are willing to 


-enter into a mediation process with 


the Panel and Environment Minister 
to deal with our differences, should 
clearly indicate our commitment to 
the principle of environmental 
impact assessment. 

These facts also show what I 
consider to beareasonable approach 
on the part of the Innu. We regret 
very much that we have had to take 
these strong measures to get 
improvements in the environmental 
review process. 

But in the long term, we think 
that if we can get these changes, it 
will be to the benefit of not just the 
Innu and Inuit people of Quebec 
and Labrador, but to the 
environment and people all across 
Canada. # z 
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Linking trade with human rights at the APEC summit 
An open letter to the Prime Minister 


The following open letter from 
a group of mainly Toronto-based 
non-governmental organizations 
working forbuman rights in Asia 
was sent to Prime Minister Jean 
Chrétien on the occasion of bis 
visit to the APEC (Asia Pacific 
Economic Co-operation) summit 
beld in Indonesia this November. 


Dear Prime Minister Chrétien, 

This month, the annual Asia 
Pacific Economic Cooperation 
(APEC) summit meetings will con- 
vene in Jakarta, Indonesia. We 
Canada-based solidarity groups 
are gravely concerned that the 
APEC summit, and the trade pro- 
motion missions leading up to it, 
are focused exclusively on trade. 
We are not opposed to trade, 
but we believe that the pro- 
motion of human rights is just 
as important as the promo- 
tion of trade between APEC 
member economies. The rights 
of the people that live in these 
countries should carry more 
weight than the profits to be 
gained from increased trade with 


We understand human nghts 
tc be more than simply political 
and civil rights. Human rights 
also include the economic, social 
and cultural rights of groups and 
individuals, the right to self-de- 
termination and the right to demo- 
cratic development. We reject 
the concept of human rights put 
forward by some Asian govern- 
ments, which states that the Asian 
conception of human rights does 
notinclude the rights of individu- 
als. We equally reject the view 
put forward by some Western 


by Brian Burch 
the ACTivist 


The Toronto Board of Educa- 
tion has been a leader in programs 
that attempt to meet the needs of 
different people. Programs as di- 
verse as alternative schools and hot 
meals have had a positive impact on 
thousands of students over the years. 

A new effort at Pape Elemen- 
tary School in east-end Toronto at- 
tempts to build a different tradition. 
In response to allegations of pos- 
sible increases in incidents of vio- 
lence, Pape Avenue Elementary 
School is offering instruction on 
how to use violence to solve these 
problems. | 

At the same time some chil- 
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governments that human rights 
includes little more than the rights 
of individuals. Human rights 
are universal and indivisible. 
In this, we stand with human 
rights organizations based in 
Asian countries, and recall the 
1993 and 1994 Bangkok declara- 
tions of Asian human rights 
groups, which stated that “the 
advocacy ofhuman rights can- 
not be considered to be an 
encroachment on national 


and development in Asia is hav- 
ing many -adverse affects ori the 
peoples of Asia. The direction 
now being taken by APEC gov- 
ernments, Canada among them, 
is only increasing these trends. 


Canada has traditionally claimed — 


to champion human rights 
throughout the world. When the 
Liberal Party was campaigning to 
become the government in 1993, 
it stated its position on interna- 
tional human rights very clearly: 
“We will support democracy and 
human rights worldwide and re- 
affirm Canada’s will to help the 


dren are learning more about Black 
history or studying Spanish or Man- 
darin Chinese, others are being 
taught how to more effectively 
punch other people. The Ministry 
of Education has spent an enor- 
mous effort informing parents and 
community groups that.violence will 
no longer be tolerated in Ontario 
schools. Under a recent Ministry 
guideline, forexample, all incidents 
of violence are to be reported to the 
police. Schools are being encour- 
aged to develop creative ways to 
help children learn non-violent 
forms of conflict resolution. 

The response at Pape Avenue 
Elementary School has been to of- 
fer, without warning or consulta- 
tion with parents, self-defense 
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world’s poor.” Since coming tu 
power, however, you and your 


` government have downplayed 


the promotion of human rights in 
favour of the promotion of trade, 


abandoning promises to link the - 


two. The recent trade mission to 
China is just the most recent 
example. 

Atthe APEC meeting, Canada 
has an opportunity to change all 
that. The summit will be attended 
by many of the top human rights 
violators in Asia. APEC was 


must now begin to promote the 


exchange of ideas, not simply 
the exchange of goods. We ask 
that Canadian representatives 
at the APEC meetings take the 
chance to link trade and hu- 
man rights clearly and loudly, 
focusing as much on the pro- 
motion of universal human 
rights as they do on the pro- 
motion of trade. 

1. Canadian representatives 
should consider carefully the mul- 
tiple examples of how human 
rights are being adversely af- 
fected by the existing trade and 


courses. Only after the program 
was in place did parents find out 
about it—from their children. In- 
formation about this program is hard 
to come by. 

However, one Pape Elemen- 
tary School student has said that 
learning to hit harder is what the 
program is for. It is hard to under- 
stand why the use of force to solve 
conflicts is being taught at Toronto 
schools. Perhaps staff are not aware 
of non-violent conflict resolution 
and anger management programs. 
Perhaps the Principal is being pres- 
sured by martial arts schools to be 
able to use young people as targets 
for their marketing ploys. Perhaps 
there are people who really believe 
that teaching the use of force to 
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developn 1ent models in the APEC 
region. Instead, Canada should 
be seeking to foster the develop- 
ment of civil society within the 
Asia Pacific, building protection 
for human rights into evolving 
APEC mechanisms before agree- 
ing to further economic integra- 
tion. 

2. Canada should developa 
code of conduct for Canadian 
corporations operating in other 
parts of the APEC region, that 
would force them to consider the 


people and the environment. 

3. Canada should also push 
for common standards such as a 
code of rights for workers that is 
especially sensitive to the rights 
of women workers, and an eco- 
logical code of conduct. 

4. Canada should be pro- 
moting people-centred develop- 
ment and not providing money 
or lending its support for projects 
that benefit governments or big 
economic interests at the expense 
of local people. We ask that 
Canada consider advancing con- 
crete aid to those NGOs that are 


The new schools heritage program: violence 


solve disputes is equivalent to heri- - 


tage language programs. 

Asa parent of a student at Pape 
Avenue Elementary School, I am 
concerned about what the integra- 
tion of self-defense courses into the 
regular life of the school teaches my 
son. In his home, his peace activist 
parents talk about Gandhi, Dorothy 
Day, Cesar Chavez, Leo Tolstoi 
and Martin Luther King and their 
efforts to find non-violent ways to 


deal with the violence in society. 


People concerned with peace and 
social justice from countries such 
as Uruguay and Bolivia have stayed 
at our home. At school he is now 


being told that the way to deal with _ 


violence is with more violence. 
The Principal of Pape Elemen- 
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genuinely independent from their 
governments. 

5. All APEC meetings and 
bilateral meetings should be 
opened up, rather than held be- 
hind closed doors. Canada should 
also help to ensure that indepen- 
dent human rights organizations 
are allowed to meet freely in 
Jakarta during the APEC meet- 
ings, not prevented from meet- 
ing as they were during the last 
major international meeting in 
Jakarta. Canadian representatives 
should meet with independent 
Asian NGOs while in the region. 

6. Canada should link its 
aid and trade explicitly to hu- 
man rights. Countries that vio- 
late human rights on a regular 
basis should be subject to pres- 


sure including economic sanc- _ 
tions as a last resort, with Canada . 


taking the moral leadership to 
impose these sanctions if neces- 


sary. 


Yours sincerely, 
Jack Lakawich, for the Canada 
Asia Working Group e Rigzin 


ommittee e Michael” 
Bensen Lin, foribeChina Human 
Rights Group + Bush Gulati, for 
the Committee for the Restora- 
tion of Democracy in Burma e 
David Webster, fortbeEast Timor 
Alert Network e C-S Su, for the 
Formosan Association for Public 
Affairs e Y-S Columbus Leo, for 
the World United Formosans for 
Independence e Jina Hahn, for 
the Young Koreans United e 
Stuart Wulff, for the South Pacific 
People’s Foundation ¢ Macks 
Marcellano, jor the Philippine 
Solidarity Group 


tary School, ina letter, has defended 
the program, saying she believes it 
is worthwhile. 

I had thought that the purpose 
of zero tolerance of violence in the 
schools was exactly that. Instead, at 
Pape Avenue Elementary School 
violence is a favoured activity—as 
long as you Go it the right way and 
when the school tells you to. 

(Those who feel that “self-de- 
Jense” is not an appropriate course 


offering may wish to phone Pape’s ` 


Principal, Mrs. Freemantle, at 416- 
393-9470, or write to her at Pape 
Avenue Elementary School, 404 
Pape Avenue, Toronto, Ontario 
M4K 3P5, to express your con- 
cerns.) % 
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Exposed: the story of “hot money” 


Hot Money and the Politics of Debt 
by R.T. Naylor 

Black Rose Books, 532 pgs. . 
Paperback ISBN: 1-895431-94-8 
Hardcover ISBN: 1-89543 1-95-6 


Reviewed by Penny Costoglou 
for the ACTivist 


R.T. Naylor, in Hot Money, 
The Politics of Debtprovides apow- 
erful exposé on the unglamorous 


side of international capital. He. 


reveals the optimism of the rich and 
their false “squeaky clean image” 
so often associated with monetary 
power. 

According to the author, one of 
the main sources of “hot money” is 
drug trafficking. It can steer the 
direction of international finance 
and banking. This direction is fun- 
damentally meant for the benefit of 


THE NEW 


the ‘Right of politics.’ 


The imperfections of “hot | 


money” are many. Itis these imper- 
fections, viewed as the “underside 
of freedom” thatthe author describes 
asa whirlpool of madness for world 
economies and workers. Similar 
imperfections within states include 
the slack efforts of governments to 
stop the flight of illegal capital go- 


‘ing to offshore banking systems. 


These imperfections have contrib- 
uted to the disfigurement of the 
world’s economy, by repeatedly 
satisfying the gluttonous appetites 
of financiers and bankers. 

Naylor describes corruption 
through an entrée of wild-mannered 
personalities. One of the most dan- 
gerous architects of corruption has 


been the Mafia gangster, Meyer 


Lansky. His mania feeds on the 
need to launder “hot money,” 


RESOURCE WARS 


Native Struggles Against 
Multinational Corporations 


By Al Gedicks 


Gedicks looks at documented examples of how 
multinational corporations and financial organizations, 
and development-oriented governments have waged 
long and relentless resource wars against Native peoples. 


But the account does not end there: political protest, 
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and Gedicks leads us inside. 


“This book is skilfully written and Gedicks tells the stories as someone 
who has been an integral part of many of the battles over mining and 
energy development in North America.” Winona LaDuke 


250 pages; index; bibliography 
Paperback ISBN: 1-551640-00-7 $19.99 
Hardcover ISBN: 1-551640-01-5 $38.99 
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Marie Léger, ed. 


In the accounts of negotiations securing recognition and 
self-government by aboriginal groups in Mexico, 
Columbia and Nicaragua, Panama and Brazil, real 
possibilities emerge for new rights including 
unprecedented arrangements for territory, 


self-government, and 
multi-ethnic government. 
Control of natural resources 
and land development 
necessarily have been central 
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ABORIGINAL PEOPLES 


Toward Self-Government 
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through legitimate means of travel 
such as banks,.and sometimes ille- 
gitimate means of travel such as 
fictiuous companies. For instance, 
he would transfer gambling money 
from the States to Swiss bank ac- 
counts, then move it back to the 
States as “cool money,” en route 
through a third country, such as 
Liechtenstein. There, in one of his 
own fictitious companies, he would 
borrow funds for himself, repay the 
loan with interest, and deduct the 
interest as a business expense. 
Meyer Lansky’s empire, and 
similar empires around the world, 
were built with the support of the 


IMF, a willing partner in crime, 


who strongholds governments into 
liberalizing their economies. This 
way, much of the surface capital 
could be depleted and eased into 
safe tax havens and offshore bank- 
ing systems. These havens appeal 
to corporate financiers because of 
their “zero government incentive 
(and a) monetary system based on 
gold standards and because of its 
zero social welfare (laws).” 

“Hot money” in the Middle 
East has also been utilized by OPEC 
countries to a great extent. Yet, as 
the Iranian revolution was deter- 
mined to rid itself of the tyranny of 
the oil sheiks, their national debt 


controls were exercised. 

As safe tax havens have been 
destroyed in one spot of the world 
and built in another, resistance has 
been taken up by European socialist 
governments such as in Spain and 
in France. In fact, in 1983, French 
custom officials uncovered a list of 
5000 names of French citizens us- 
ing the Union de Banques Suisses 


Environment 
Development 


Human Rights 


ee ee er re ee rrr ee ere 


to evade their taxes, and 1n the fol- 
lowing year, they broke a computer 
code which sent “panic among an 
estimated 50,000 holders of secret 
accounts.” 

Similarly, the Mexican gov- 
ernmentin the "70s nationalized their 
oil refineries so that oil revenues 
from exports could stay home. In 
fact, their revenues rose from 15% 
in °75 to 70% in ’81, which created 
500,000 new jobs per year from 
1976 to'81. But the lack of solidar- 
ity among the G-7 nations against 
corrupt financiers caused the Mexi- 
can miracle to flounder. For in- 
stance, when ultra-rich, Lansky-type 
players went to Mexico, they gutted 
the banks out of their surplus capi- 
tal, and when the government tried 
to place restraints on them, 50%, or 
$33 billion to $60 billion of funds 
fled the country. 

According to the author, hot 
money travels in many different 
forms. One of the most profitable 
forms in which ittravelsisas heroin. 
In the ‘70s, over half of Turkey 
cultivated poppies for heroin. Turk- 
ish poppies traveled via a French 
connection to the States, before be- 
ing destroyed by U.S. and French 


xu vernment agents. 


The surplus capital has 
strengthened a new right wing po- 


SR ae = Seared.and their political and'social litical movement that is determined 
' conditions deteriorated once trade 


more than ever before to crush the 
many voices of critical, political 
dissent in the new world order. The 
Vatican, along with the Opus Dei, a 
secret organization of business, re- 
ligious and political leaders, is re- 
energized as well, in partnership 
with the States to oppose labour 
organizing in Europe and Latin 
America. The Vatican went after 
the Jesuits in Nicaragua, the Com- 
munists in Italy, the Socialists in 
Spain and the Peron loyalists in 
Argentina. The intent was to si- 
lence the voice of trade unionists 
and the core of the industrial class. 
In fact, Argentineans witnessed the 
death of their blue-collar base, and 
the executions of their top opposi- 
tion leaders, union leaders, and 
30,000 other innocent people. The 
dangerous level of confidence ex- 
hibited by the Vatican, to launch 
such an attack on the radical and the 
poor, was described in the book as 
follows: “The Pope declared that 


OUR 


there could be nosolidarity between 
the church and the meek who were 
supposed to inherit the earth if that 
solidarity derived from notions of 
class struggle or even of class dis- 
tinction.” 

The Reagan administration in 
its efforts to rid themselves of this 
“Bolshevik menace”, created one 
of the most embarrassing political 
scandals the Republicans had ever 
had to deal with: the Iran-Contra 
affair. Sun Myung Moon, a corpo- 
rate evangelist headquartered in the 
States, along with 20 private US- 
based organizations, launched many 
other anti-worker campaigns against 
solidarity governments and guerril- 
las in Central America. This war 
against the Left was maintained with 
the assistance of Merryl Lynch and 
E.F. Hutton, who transferred heroin 
money to Swiss accounts. Further- 
more, the Philippines and other 
nearby islands to the States were 
used for offshore banking systems, 
to secure capitalist wealth from ever 
becoming ameans for social change. 

Most recently, the new Russia 
is experiencing critical changes in 
their economic restructuring. Rus- 
sians have yet to taste the material 
freedom they were promised by 
Voice of America (the U.S. 
government’ s worldwide radio ser- 
vice) advocates because of a black 
market control of their economies. 
What they are experiencing on a 
daily basis, is a barrage of racism, 
classism and sexism, leftover from 
the imperial age of government. 
The spirit of democracy in Russia 
has yet to grow. “Hot money” 
there, has destroyed the soul of the 
east, and made it into a servant for 
the needs of a Mafia-like system. 

Hot Money describes the reck- 
less squandering of national econo- 
mies when they are left in the hands 
of the rich. Italso warns thatthe rich 
can produce the fastest rate of pov- 
erty and despair in the world when 
they are unregulated and when gov- 
ernments allow them to flounder 
runaway capital to overturn our 
economies.¥ 


to these negotiations. 
Contributors include: Ted 


Moses, Pierre Lepage, 
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A World Divided: militarism and 
development after the Cold War 
Geoff Tansey, Kath Tansey and 
Paul Rogers (eds) 

Earthscan, London, 1994 

156 pages 


Reviewed by Thomas Hackman 
for Peace News. 


A World Divided is an attempt 
toanalyse the changing world order 
and the effect of post-Cold-War 
militarism on development and the 
_ environment. While it makes these 
links effectively, it lacks an analy- 
sis of the impact of the International 
Monetary Fund, the World Bank 
and other transnational institutions 
on these issues. 

The book came out of a work- 
shop on militarism and develop- 
ment held in July 1993 in London 
(organised by the World Develop- 
ment Movement together with the 
Development Studies Association 
and the University of Bradford). 


Paul Rogers — in his chapter“A 


Jungle Full of Snakes?” — gives a 
quite detailed analysis of the mili- 


tary policy of the USA, while 
Frances Stewart and Ken Wilson 
provide useful information on the 
impact of war on development (al- 
though they conclude that develop- 
ment aid should be directed to the 
military in some cases, a judgement 
with which pacifists must disagree). 

In several places. in this book 
— for instance in Nadir Abdel Latif 
Mohammed’s “The Development 
Trap” or Ben Jackson’s “Promot- 
ing Real Security” — it would 
have been useful to look at the ef- 
fect of international banking and 
trade policies on development, and 
their role in reinforcing an unjust 
economic and military order. One 


economics and too little with the 


A world divided: half right 


grassroots level. This means that the 
amount of poverty or misery is often 
measured by the level of GNP. Al- 
though one may agree that the gen- 
eral (economic) standard of living 
should be raised in countries in the 
South in order to tackle some devel- 
opment problems, this does not in 
itself guarantee a better future for 
people living in misery. Most writ- 
ers also seem to have trust in the 
concept of sustainable development 
as represented by the Brundtland 
Commission. 

For a peace activist, A World 
Divided probably does not offer very 
much surprising material or new 
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lines of action presented by the writ- 
ers are often too modest for a pacifist 
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ce book. The conclusions and 
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activist. For instance, the demand 


to cut the British military budget 


by half by the year 2000 (Ben 
Jackson, WDM) is of course a step 
in the right direction and might be 


very radical as part of a Labour ~ 


party manifesto. But as a pacifist 
one tends to ask: What about the 
other half? 


Reprinted from Peace News, 
5 Caledonian Rd., London N1 9DX, 
England 
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PEACE ACTION 


One world for the nineties 


by Stephen Dankowich 
the ACTivist 


“One World Together and the 
New Challenges of the '90s” was 
the theme of the annual Conference 
of the International Peace Bureau 
(IPB). 

This effective and construc- 
tive conference was convened in 
the warm and beautiful city of 
Barcelona between October 20-22.. 
It was hosted by Catalonia’s Foun- 
dation for Peace and attended by 35 
delegates and many local peple. 

The IPB is the world’s oldest 
and most comprehensive peace net- 
work, founded in 1892. With 158 
member organizations (including 
six from Canada) in 46 countries, it 
brings together people working for 
peace including pacifists, women’s, 
youth, labour, religious, political 
and professional bodies. 

The Conference agreed to pri- 
oritize the IPB’s work in four re- 
lated fields: women and peace; the 


abolition of nuclear weapons; aban . 


on arms trade; and the prevention 
and resolution of conflicts, which 
was a dominant theme throughout 
the plenaries, workshops and dis- 
cussions regarding the future work 
= = the LB. 
Abolition of Nuclear 
Weapons 

As the threat of nuclear war 
continues to menace humanity, a 
priority campaign of the IPB is the 
International Coalition fora Nuclear 
Weapon Free World. 


Its mission statement says: “At ` 


the end of the Cold War, the world 
seemed to have been released from 
the threat of éver-escalating global 
terror known as ‘deterrence’. To- 
day, however, we face enormous 
perils from nuclear weapon prolif- 
eration, vertical as well as horizon- 
tal. New nuclear arms races are 
emerging, both between de facto 
nuclear weapons states (such as In- 
dia, Israel and Pakistan) or thresh- 
old states (such as Iraq and North 
Korea); and between these coun- 
tries and the five declared nuclear 
weapons states who are determined 
tu maintain their nuclear supremacy. 
Meanwhile, the collapse of the 
former USSR has given rise to in- 
tense concerns about safety and pro- 
liferation of nuclear materials and 
expertise in the successor states.” 
A focus of our gathering was 
the 1995 Extension Conference of 
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT) which could prove to 
be the turning-point of the nuclear 
age. IPB will be well represented at 
the NPT Conference in New York 
City, April 17th to May 12th, 1995. 
During the historical year 1995 
when so many of our demands are 


_ process. Re- 
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scheduled for decision, the IPB also 
will focus on the 50th year anniver- 
sary of the bombing of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki, the ban on all nuclear 
tests through a Comprehensive Test 
Ban Treaty, and the outlawing of 
nuclear weapons through contin- 
ued work for the World Court 
Project via a decision in the Interna- 
tional Court of Justice that nuclear 
weapons are illegal. 


Prevention and 
Resolution of Conflicts 
Delegates shared the belief that 
peace is breaking out 
all over giving 
great reason 
for every- 
one to 
work 
even 
harder 
toassure 
that peace 
remains in 


cent develop- 
ments in the 
Middle East, 
South Africa, Northern 

Ireland. Haiti, El Salvador and Gua- 
temala were seen as encouraging. 


- ` in sanly October, ihe PB orga- 


land and met with many 
non-governmental organizations 
(NGO’s) and prisoners from both 
sides in the conflict. Following a 
meeting with US Ambassador to 
Ireland, Mrs. Kennedy-Smith, itwas 
agreed that she would hosta Special 
Public Forum on October 29 to hear 
from up to 150 women from NGO’ s 
now excluded from the peace pro- 
cess. 

IPB member groups were en- 
couraged to demand NGO involve- 
mentin monitoring and participating 
in negotiations and the settlement 
of these and other conflicts. Our 
work forconflictresolution includes 
issues such as racism, respect for 
ethnic and religious differences, as 
well as development and disarma- 
ment. 

Grass roots peace activism and 
a well informed public are more 
important than ever, we concluded. 
To this end, we agreed to spread 
information and examples of peace- 
ful conflict solutions to other areas 
and parts of the world by develop- 
ing an international data base. We 
also agreed to convene up to four 
Regional Conferences between late 
1995 and 1997 looking at all as- 
pects of conflict prevention and reso- 
lution and the role for NGO’s, the 
United Nations, and regional secu- 
rity bodies in order to provide a 
forum for discussion about inter- 
vention by the UN in situations of 
ethnocide or genocide or gross vio- 


lation of human rights. 


Arms Trade 

No weapons, no war. The Con- 
ference agreed that the global arms 
trade must be abolished and that our 
focus must be on pressuring the UN 
Security Council to lead the way. A 
step in the right direction would be 
facilitated by establishing a manda- 
tory UN register of all arms trade, 
including small weapons. 

IPB agreed to publicize suc- 
cessful examples of economic con- 
version. Peace activists must 

continue to oppose all arms 
exhibitions, such as 
- „Satory 1995. 
We also 
noted that 
closely con- 
nected to 
the arms 
tradeisthe 
current on- 
going work 
against 
landmines and 
laser blinding 
weapons which 
must be forbidden by the 
international community. We sup- 
ati the oe Network 


“indonesia 


“Stop imine 

Indonesia’ s strategic importance, its 
relations with world powers, and 
the potential for conflicts in the area 
are analyzed in a recently published 


book by the ENAAT (available from 
AMOK, Pesthuislaan 39, 1054 RH 
Amsterdam, The Netherlands). It 
was great to see the widespread 
support for East Timor at the Con- 
ference as well. 


Women and Peace 

IPB agreed to support NGO 
participation in the World Confer- 
ence on Women in Beijing (Aug- 
Sept. 1995) by sending delegates to 
the conference and by working to 
have the above, and other, demands 
for peace included in the official 
platform for action. 


Workshops 

Excellent discussions were held 
in a wide variety of workshops. 

I attended a workshop on Plu- 


tonium facilitated by Noah Sachs of 


the US based Institute for Energy 
and Environmental Research. We 


- learned that 220 tonnes of pluto- 


nium will have been removed from 
destroyed nuclear weapons by the 
year 2003. Only three kgs of pluto- 
nium is required to make a bomb. 
Britain, France and Japan are the 
major reprocessors of plutonium 
for energy production. It was rec- 
ommended that an International 


_ Registry on Possession of Pluto- 


nium be created and that nuclear 
weapons are more of a danger today 
than during the Cold War as ordi- 
nary people now have lots of access 
to them. We concluded that the 


production of plutonium has been a- 
public health and environmental 
disaster. 

The workshop on nonviolence 
hosted by Mr. Gandhi of India ana- 
lyzed global conflicts, discovered 
them to be rooted in injustices, and 
concluded that nonviolence is the 
only way to save humanity from 
destruction. 

New ways to watch TV noted 


- that programming is getting worse 


with more violence than ever. TV’s 
in homes have reduced public rela- 
tions in the home and between 
people. Children think what they 
are watching is reality not fantasy. 
TV functions as the babysitter in 
many homes. This workshop con- 
cluded that we must encourage more 
critical, educational TV that shares 
cultures from around the world and 
we must analyze how we watch 
TV. 

One workshop informed par- — 
ticipants about Catalonia, its indig- 
enous culture, language and 
traditions while another workshop 
challenged participants to examine 
their Own racism. 

The Conference also reaf- 
firmed its support of the Interna- 
a Campaign for the Innu and 


the Earth. Many parucipants made — 


commitments to work even harder 
for the Campaign. 

All in all, it was an excellent 
Conference. It was great to see so 
many old friends again and to make 
so many new friends. 


Candu sale aids human 
rights violations (om page 1) 


possible Candu sale. Energy Probe’ s 
Rubin highlighted the existing 
model of state-run nuclear power, 
the old Soviet Union, where whole 
lakes have become radioactive and 
unsafe to walk near. He said it is 
debatable whether Canadians can 


control our own nuclear elite. “What 


kind of decisions can we expect 
from the despotic Chinese regime 
in dealing with our technology?” he 
asked. 

Given China’ s centralized con- 


trol, a repeat of the Soviet experi- 
ence is inevitable, he said. “Canada 


will bear the shame” for “inevi- 
table” environmental disasters. 


Even economically the idea of 


buying Candus makes no sense, 
according to Energy Probe. “It’s 
now absolutely clear that the eco- 
nomic claims are false,” Rubin ex- 
plained, pointing to the fact that 
Ontario’ s electricity rates have gone 
up fast since Ontario Hydro made 
nuclear power the centrepiece of its 
energy strategy. With the actual 


value of Candus in this province 
now admitted by Hydro chief 
Maurice Strong to be $11-billion to 
$12-billion below book value, “we 
haven’t got what we paid for,” he 
said. | 

So why the rush to sell Candus 
to China? Money. Rubin called it 
“one more step in the 
Mulroneyization of Jean Chrétien.” 
As the top end of the $9-billion 
trade package, it spells big potential 
profits for Atomic Energy of Canada 
Ltd. and others. 

Before Chrétien left for the 
Team Canada mission, the China 
Human Rights Group wrote him a 
letter wishing him well in his bid to 
increase trade and appealing to him 
to take the opportunity of being in 
China to raise human rights pub- 
licly. The group suggested a num- 
ber of initiatives that Canada could 
make to contribute to better human 
rights. Those suggestions were ig- 
nored entirely, with human rights 


getting such short shriftin Chrétien’ s 


statements that Nova Scotia Pre- 
mier John Savage could not recall a 
single mention until ordered by the 
PM to check his notes again. 

Craig said his group was “very 
disappointed” in that. Chrétien 
“seems afraid or unwilling to talk 
about human rights in public. That’s 
the only way to put pressure on the 
Chinese government.” _ 

This year is the worst since the 
Tiananmen massacre and subse- 
quent crackdown in 1989, accord- 
ing to Amnesty International, 
Human Rights Watch and other in- 
ternational monitors. According to 
Craig, “that’s because they’ ve been 
given permission to bang heads” by 
Canada and other Western govern- 
ments, which stress human rights as 
an abstract principle but are quick 
to abandon it when a chance to 
make a buck comes along. 

“Would you sell your mother 
for $9-billion?” Craig asked. “I think 
it’s quite obvious that the Canadian 
government would.” % 
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War Resisters to boycott Beijing women’s conference 


The War Resisters Interna- 
tional Women’s Working Group has 
issued the following statement on 
the UN World Conference on 
Women tobe held in Beijing, China, 
in 1995. The War Resisters Interna- 
tional is a federation of peace and 
anti-militarist groups around the 
world. ACT for Disarmament is the 
Canadian WRI section. 


The War Resisters’ Interna- 
tional Women’s Working Group 
will NOT be attending the United 
Nations World Conference on 
Women in Beijing. 

While we felt that there was 
much that an anti-militarist 
women’s organization could offer 
to the conference, and while we 
particularly want to argue against 
the suggestion that greater involve- 
ment of women in the armed forces 
can in any way contribute to work 
for women’s rights, we are so ap- 
palled by the choice of Beijing as a 
location that we feel we must boy- 
cott this meeting. Some of our rea- 
sons follow: 

1) The Chinese government is 
maintaining an illegal military oc- 
cupation of Tibet. Hundreds of Ti- 


betans are imprisoned for entirely 


peaceful independence protests, 


~-held under appalling conditions and 


usually subjected to torture. A large 
number of these prisoners are 
women, particularly Buddhist nuns; 
some of them are still in their teens. 
Women prisoners are routinely sub- 
jected to sexual abuse; among the 


many reports received-in the last 


year, we have heard of a Tibetan 


woman tortured until she suffered a ° 


miscarriage and denied medical at- 
tention afterwards; women who 
have had electric cattle prods in- 
serted into their vaginas; and many 
other atrocities. There are also re- 
ports— unconfirmed, but urgently 
requiring investigation — that hun- 
dreds, even thousands, of Tibetan 
women are being subjected to forc- 
ible abortions. 

2) The population control 
policy of the Chinese government 
amounts to a systematic attack on 
women’s rights. It is known that 
Chinese women may be subjected 
to forcible abortion or birth control, 
and that women who bear more 
than one child face legal discrimi- 
nation against themselves and their 
children. Canada has recognized 
China’s population control policy 
as, in itself, grounds for Chinese 
women to be granted asylum in 
other countries. 

3) Women’ srights are also vio- 
lated by the Chinese government’ s 
treatment of lesbians. There have 
been reports for over 15 years that 
electro-convulsive ‘therapy’ and 
medicines to induce vomiting are 


widely used to ‘cure’ homosexual- 
ity. Lesbianism is treated as a psy- 
chiatric disease, though the World 
Health Organization has declassi- 
fied homosexuality as a psychiatric 

4) The Chinese government is 
waging a relentless campaign of 
oppression againstany autonomous 
civilian initiatives and organiza- 
tions. The only women’s groups 
which are allowed to function are 
those operating under the strict con- 
trol of the Party and the state; the 
main group of this kind is the All- 
China Women’s Federation 
(ACWFP), the only group in China 
that has been heard from in the 
preparation of the conference. The 
World Conference on Women 
would be completely monopolized 
by the government and the party- 
controlled ACWE There will be no 
space for any independent voices or 
discussions which are not sanc- 
tioned by the Party/State to take 
place at all. 

Atatime when women’ srights 


and well-being are under acute 


threat, as they have been in the last 
few decades in China, the govern- 
ment-organized UN conference 
would actually be blocking signifi- 
cantdiscussions and meetings which 
might bear relevance to the prob- 
lems, and possible solutions, facing 
women in China. 

5) The Chinese government 
will be particularly vigilant from 
now until the conference to prevent 
any sign of independent or dissi- 
dentorganizing by women’s groups 
or on women’s rights all across the 
country, but especially in Beijing. 
The means of official vigilance will 
certainly include police intimida- 
tion and detention. It is standard 
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practice for the government to use 
these means to ward off expres- 
sions of unsanctioned opinion dur- 
ing the sessions of any important 
meetings, national and international. 


A man was arrested in Shang- _ 


‘hai last year for expressing opposi- 


tion to the holding of the Olympics 
in China. His whereabouts are still 
unknown. During the whole period 
of government lobbying for the 
Olympics, the state regimented and 
coerced expressions of support from 
citizens and organizations across 
the country. Shops and work units 
were forced to display posters and 
banners declaring their support for 
holding the Olympics in China. 
More recently, at least two 
dozen activists were detained in 
February and March, 1994, during 
the sessions of the National People’s 
Congress (the Chinese parliament) 
and the Chinese People’s Political 
Consultative Conference in Beijing. 
Mostof the detainees had done noth- 
ing specifically targeting these meet- 
ings, but were arrested simply 
because they were active or had 
expressed independent opinions. 
It is certain that similar intimi- 
dation, harassment and detention 
will take place before and during 
the World Conference on Women. 
As a result, instead of supporting 
efforts for the promotion of 
women’s rights, the meeting will 
create additional hardship for activ- 


ists genuinely trying to forward this - 


cause. 

6) People and organizations 
will be coerced into giving dona- 
tions to the event, which undercut 
the already meager, and shrinking, 
income and resources of ordinary 
people. During the Asian Games in 
1990 and during the bidding for the 


Olympics, extra levies and “contri- 
butions” were imposed on individu- 
als and work units. 

7) Independent women’s 
groups not sanctioned by the Chi- 
nese government will not be al- 
lowed to attend. This censorship 
applies to groups both inside and 
outside the country. Women’s 
groups in Taiwan, Hong Kong and 
Maucau, and Tibetan women living 
in India will probably be denied 
visas. This would made the parallel 
NGO gathering at the conference 
meaningless. We have already seen 
how this is developing — at the 
recent Asia-Pacific NGO Prepatory 


Meeting, NGOs from Taiwan were - 


told they could not participate un- 
less they were willing to “represent 
Taiwan as a Chinese province.” 

8) Itis almost certain thatmany 
topics would simply be ruled off the 
agenda by the Chinese government. 
This would include not only the 
status of Tibet — and perhaps par- 
allel cases such as East Timor — 
but issues such as coercive birth 
control and abortion, and any dis- 
cussion of lesbianism and lesbian 


rights. 

9) The only reason the Chinese 
government wants to hold this con- 
ference is to show its citizens and 
the world that it is getting support 
from the international community, 
despite its flagrant violations of 
human and civil rights. The 1995 
conference will act as no more than 
an extremely expensive and cynical 
exercise legitimating the repressive 
regime in China, and similar re- 
gimes elsewhere. The conference 
will not benefit women in China, 
and will most likely increase their 
suffering. 

- The War Resisters’ Interna- 
tional Women’s Working Group 
will continue to work to see that, if 
Tibetan, Taiwanese or Hong Kong 
women wish to attend this confer- 
ence, they will be allowed to do so. 
We will try to do what we can from 
the outside to ask that the prohibited 
issues be put on the agenda. But we 
cannotendorse this conference with 
our presence.¥ 


— WRI Women’s Working 
Group, May 1994 


CALL JOR SUEMISSIONS 


The Al fist would like to 
puthish thir women s page monthly, 
We inuite your submissions and 
involvement. A special women 2 
supplement is planned for the 
Warch sae. Please contact the 
all-new ACT Womens 
Collective at (416) 53 1-6 154. 


Classified 


Women Overcoming Violence 
T shirts still available! Attractive 
white design (shown on this page) 
on 100% cotton T shirt. A perfect 
gift! Just $15 from ACT Women’s 
Collective, 531-6154. 


KNOWLEDGE IS POWER! 
Read books about the global food 
system, pesticides, the great lakes, 
dam projects, forest issues, healthy 
eating and cooking, today's women, 
media manipulation and current 
affairs. Write to Wise Hearts, 7700 
Hurontario St., Suite 312B-183, 
Brampton, ON L6Y 4M3. 


Timorese refugee fund needs your 
support. Call (604) 264-9973. 


ACTivist volunteer opportuni- 
ties: Get involved with Ontario's 
monthly peace newspaper. We need 
help with layout, writing, data in- 
put, office staffing and distribution. 
Training available, orientation Mon- 
day-Friday, 8:30 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
Call ACT at 531-6154. 


ACT needs donations of camera, 
photocopying, blank and coloured 
paper, touch-tone phone and gen- 
eral office supplies. Call Angelo at 
531-6154, 


Reach thousands of committed 
peace advocates with an ad in the 
ACTivist. Call (416) 531-6154 
for advertising information. 
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Mexico labour abuses not stopped 
by NAFTA 


by Bruce Allen 
the ACTivist 


It has not taken long for it to 
become apparent that nothing has 
actually changed with respect to the 
protection of basic labour rights in 
Mexico in the wake of the imple- 
mentation of the North American 
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). 
Recent events show that the 
transnational corporations currently 
operating in Mexico’ s Maquiladora 
Zone continue to violate the basic 
human rights of workers with vir- 
tual impunity. Yet these events also 
reveal that the actions of these same 
corporations are nonetheless being 
challenged by unions in the U.S. 
who have decided to turn to the 
recently established National Ad- 
ministrative Office (NAO) in re- 
sponse. The NAO was established 
to deal with alleged violations of 
labour rights in the three countries 
which signed the NAFTA treaty. 


General Electric 

General Electric provides a 
notable case in point. GE is one of 
many corporate violators of basic 
labour rights in Mexico's 
Maguiladora Zone. General Elec- 
tric clearly demonstrated this over a 
year ago by forcing more than one 
hundred workers employed at its 
plant in Ciudad Juarez who were 
suspected or known supporters of 
the independent Authentic Work- 
ers Front (FAT) to “voluntarily” 
resign from their jobs and take sev- 
erance packages, Later, in Novem- 
ber 1993, GE went on to fire eleven 
of its employees after most of them 
had met with an American delega- 
tion from the United Electrical 
Workers union (UE). 

Theseactions prompted the UE 


and the Teamsters to wage an ag- 
gressive campaign against GE and 
in defense of the victimized work- 
ers. The campaign also took aim at 
Honeywell which had fired twenty 
one workers in Chihuahua late last 
year for trying to organize a union 
affiliated with the FAT. The two 
U.S. based unions complemented 
the campaign by filing complaints 
against GE and Honeywell through 
the NAO over the firings. 

The NAO complaints and the 
campaign were partially effective 
particularly insofar as they were 
instrumental in forcing GE to tem- 
porarily restrain its anti-union ac- 
tivities in Ciudad Juarez. That made 
it possible for a FAT organizing 
drive at the GE plant in Ciudad 
Juarez to be stepped up. Conse- 
quently, on August 1, the FAT was 
able to inform GE that a majority of 
the workers at the plant wanted to 
form a union and a secret ballot 
certification vote was subsequently 
scheduled for August 24. This was 
the first time such a vote has ever 
been scheduled in the Maquiladora 
Zone. Ordinarily workers have been 
forced to vote out loud in full view 
of government and union officials. 

Nonetheless, the limited retreat 
by GE in the face of the union 
campaign and the NAO complaint 
against it was only short term. As 
the vote on the 24th drew near GE 
began a campaign of intimidation. 
GE Management threatened the 


workers by telling them the plant 


would close if the union won the 
vote. The night before the election, 
Management also held captive au- 
dience meetings with the workers. 
In addition, GE Management told 
the workers that benefits they had 
lost months before would be rein- 
stated and a substantial wage in- 


UPDATES 


crease would be forthcoming if they 
voted against forming aunion. GE’ s 


tactics resulted in a heavy vote . 


against unionization. 

GE’s actions were in direct 
violation of Mexican labour law 
and showed GE’s defiance in the 
face ol the challenge ihrough ihe 


“NAO. The only notable consola- 


tion for the defeated workers lay in 
the fact that their union had forced 
the first ever secret ballot, union 
certification vote in the border re- 
gion. 


Sony 

Sony is another corporation that 
has been the target of a complaint 
filed through the NAO. The com- 
plaint cites Sony’s “persistent fail- 
ure to enforce labour laws” at its 
operations in Nuevo Laredo which 
employ some two thousand, mostly 
women workers. Those workers 


have been routinely forced to work 


New eviction in Croatia renews threat to democracy 


Evictions are continuing in 
Croatia, despite the rulings of the 
country’s constitutional court (see 
the ACTivist, Oct. 94). A public 
statement has been drawn up by the 
Dalmatian Committee for Human 
Rights and the Dalmatian Commit- 
tee of Solidarity concerning theille- 
gal and violent eviction of the 
Masnic family by Croatian soldier 
Aljinovic in Split. The statement 
has been signed by the following 
groups: Anti War Campaign 
Zagreb; Centre for Peace, Non-vio- 
lence and Human Rights Osijek; 
Suncokret Rijeka; Serbian Demo- 
crat Forum Zagreb; Centre for 
Women Victims of War Zagreb; 


Citizens Committee for Human 
Rights Zagreb; HOMO, Pula. 

“We want to express to the 
Croatian public that we are deeply 
ashamed of the events that took 
place last Friday, the 18th of No- 
vember, in Split,” the statement said. 
“That day, as many times before, an 
eviction was carried out, removing 
a family from their apartment. This 
time, however, the weakness of the 
young Croatian Democracy and all 
the cruelties of the anarchy we are 
living in, came out into the open 
very Clearly." 

The Masnic family is led by a 
woman who fled the war in Bosnia 
for safety, and now suffers from a 


heart condition. The Croatian con- 
stitutional courtruled that she could 
stay in her apartment, overturning 
an earlier eviction notice. 

“Only three days after the deci- 
sion of the Constitutional Court, a 
Croatian Army soldier deliberately 
defied this decision, allegedly armed 
with weapons and grenades, and 
drove the Masnic family out of their 
apartment,” the statement 
continued.”...never before could 
anyone defy the orders of the Con- 
stitutional Court in this way and 
endanger the lives of such a big 
group of citizens without being pun- 
ished at all, just because he is hiding 
behinda Croatian Army uniform.” % 


more than 48 hours per week in- 
cluding weekends. This policy by 
Sony is in clear violation of Mexi- 
can labour law. Yet itis now along- 
standing practice. 

Sony is also being charged 
because members of its Manage- 
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union election held this past April. 
Sony workers were forced to vote 
in the open in the presence of a large 
number of Sony management per- 
sonnel. When the workers staged a 
strike to protest this blatant viola- 
tion of their democratic rights Man- 
agement called in the local police. 
The police then violently attacked 
the striking workers while they were 
participating in a peaceful picket 
Tine. 

The labour organizations 
which filed the complaints against 
GE, Sony and Honeywell felt they 
would determine whether the NAO 
has any teeth. They soon saw the 
writing on the wall. The complaints 
were scheduled to be heard on Sep- 
tember 12 in Washington, D.C. de- 
spite requests from both unions that 
the hearing be heldin El Paso, Texas 
so it would be easily accessible to 


the affected workers. 


When the hearing finally took 
place it lasted just five hours. The 
unions presented fourteen witnesses 
who were limited to just ten minutes 
of testimony each including time for 
translation, Not one witness appeared 
for either GE or Honeywell and elec- 
tronic media was barred from the 
hearing. Shortly after the brief delib- 
erations were over the NAO panel 
dismissed the complaints against the 
two companies.# 

Bruce Allen is a member of 
CAW Local 199 and an activist in 
the Coalition for Justice in the 
Maquiladoras. 
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Renewed hope among new troubles in East Timor 


The events of Novem- 
ber 1994 around East Timor 
have been the most signifi- 
cant in the past three years. 
East Timor has become an 
international flashpoint in a 
way that it has not been since 
the Dili massacre of Novem- 
ber 12, 1991. The Asia Pacific , 
Economic Cooperation 
(APEC) summit, which 
opened last week and had 
been planned as a public 
relations coup for the Suharto 
regime in Indonesia, has in- 
stead cast a harsh spotlight 
on their human rights record 
_ in East Timor. The Canadian 
government, however, has 
announced several trade deals 
that enhance Canada’s cosy 
economic relationship with 
Indonesia. 

It is crucial that friends 
of East Timor seize this op- 
portunity. A brief summary of 
events follows. 


On November 12, the 

third anniversary of the Dili massacre a larg 
group of Timorese students studying in Jak ta 
scaled the walls ofjtherU.S. Embassy, de- 
manding that they be allowed to meet with 
President Clinton during his visit to Indone- 
sia for the APEC summit. The 29 students in 
the embassy were allowed to go into exile in 
Portugal; many more were arrested en route. 
Amnesty International estimates there are 20 
students in custody now. There are grave 
concerns for their safety. The students have 
badly embarrassed the Indonesian govern- 
ment, which can be expected to take repris- 
als if there is no international monitoring. 
The students demanded that Clinton, as the 
leader of the only superpower in the world, 
(1) call for the release of jailed Timorese 
resistance leader Xanana Gusmao, (2) meet 
with representatives of the East Timorese 
resistance and church, (3) demand an inter- 
national investigation of the Dili massacre of 
November 12, 1991. 


DILI, EAST TIMOR 


An Indonesian transmigrant reportedly ` 


stabbed a Timorese on the weekend, setting 
off a wave of riots across East Timor. The 
country is in flames, according to news 
reports. Pro-independence activists are prob- 
ably being victimized. Two American jour- 
nalists with wide knowledge of East Timor, 
WBAI Radio news director Amy Goodman 
and freelancer Allan Nairn, were prevented 
from entering East Timor. There are reports 
of at least three people killed. However, 
given the current chaos in the country, many 
more may have been killed or be killed in the 
near future. An East Timorese priest told UPI 
that “five or six East Timorese have been 
killed since the rioting began last Saturday”. 
“The trouble is continuing,” he said. “The 
troops have taken many prisoners.” Sources 
report that there are now 230 Timorese in jail 
and 50 in hospital. 


BACKGROUND: DILI 


MASSACRE 


Three years ago, Indonesian soldiers 
opened fire on an unarmed crowd of demon- 
strators at a funeral procession, killing 271, 
according to an exhaustive church investiga- 
tion. Indonesia has admitted to the deaths of 
only 19, despite filmed evidence of the massa- 
cre. A few soldiers were put on trial and 
received light jail sentences; some protesters 
were jailed for subversion at the same time, 
receiving much lengthier sentences that ranged 
up to life imprisonment. Almost all world 


‘leaders, including then-Canadian foreign min- 


ister Barbara McDougall, condemned the mas- 
sacre. Canada suspended $30-million in 
planned aid projects to Indonesia as a concrete 
statement of protest. Those aid projects are still 
suspended, but Indonesia remains Canada’s 
second-largest recipient of bilateral aid. 


BACKGROUND: HUMAN 
RIGHTS IN INDONESIA. 


1994 has been one of the worst years for 
human rights since Suharto’s New Order re- 
gime seized power in a bloody military coup 
in 1965. This year, the regime has banned the 
country’s only free trade union, the SBSI 
(Indonesia Prosperity Trade Union) after a 
wave of strikes which demanded little more 
than the right to organize and payment of the 
Indonesian legal minimum wage, $2 a day. In 
November, SBSI chairman Muchtar Pakpahan 
was jailed for three years. 

In the summer, three leading Indonesian 
weekly papers were banned, including Tempo, 
the. Indonesian equivalent to Time Magazine. 
Some of the banned writers formed the Asso- 
ciation of Independent Journalists. Its mem- 
bers have been prevented from working for 
any newspapers. A demonstration for press 
freedom was attacked by police wielding 
rattan clubs. 


In April, Indonesian police launched 
Operasi Bersih (Operation Clean-up), with 
48,000 soldiers now on the streets in an 
attempt to round up dissenters. In the first 
month of the operation, according to Human 
Rights Watch/Asia, 13 people were shot. There 
have been unconfirmed reports that the route 
of Prime Minister Chrétien’s car through Jakarta 
was swept immediately beforehand, with street 
dwellers being arrested ‘or killed. 

Indonesian professor. Dr. George 


| Aditjondro of -Satya Wacana University has 
been harassed repeatedly since he published . 


an article that attacked the Indonesian 
government’s record in East Timor. He was 
arrested and charged with spreading hate 
under the old Dutch colonial criminal code. At 
least one supporter at the university, Dr. Arief 
Budiman, has beén fired. 

In East Timor, a demonstration for reli- 
gious freedom in Dili was attacked by police 
using tear gas and knives after it stepped off the 
campus of the University of East Timor. This 
came after a wave of attacks on the Catholic 
Church. Earlier in the year, a seminar sched- 
uled to discuss human rights in East Timor was 
banned. 

The government of Canada has issued 


~ statement this year that theshuman»rights) _ 


situation in Indonesia is improving. This month, 
an anonymous spokesperson for the Depart- 
ment of Foreign Affairs said Canada was not 
aware of any human rights violations in Indo- 
nesia. This runs completely contrary to the 
facts. 


CANADIAN POLICY 


Largely as a result of pressure from home; 
Jean Chrétien changed his tone substantially 
while in Indonesia, going from a position of 
silence to saying: “We want to have a good 
trade relationship but at the moment we are 
pre-occupied with the situation of human 
rights.” Along with Chrétien’s words to Suharto 
in a bilateral meeting, this represents a positive 
development. 

However, actions tell a different story. 
Canada has announced new trade deals worth 
$1 billion with Indonesia. The bulk of this 
comes as an expansion to Inco Ltd’s nickel 
mining complex in Soroako on the Indonesian 
island of Sulawesi, which is to be expanded by 
50 per cent into the third-largest nickel mine in 
the world. Inco said the new investment in 
Indonesia would have no: impact on jobs in 
Canada, but it comes after hundreds of layoffs 
at its main mine in Sudbury since 1992. 

_ Other companies announcing trade, deals 
included Bata Shoes, CAE Electronics, and 
Siemens. 

Canada also inked a nuclear cooperation 
agreement with Indonesia. Chrétien hailed this 
as the first step to selling Indonesia a Candu 
reactor — a rather chilling prospect given that 
India exploded a nuclear bomb in 1974 using 
Candu technology. 

Before these deals, Indonesia was already 
our largest trading partner in Southeast Asia 
and largest export market in Southeast Asia. 
Even more important is the large Canadian 
investment. i 7 

Additionally, CIDA announced $30 mil- 
lion in new aid projects to Indonesia. 

This new trade and aid are incredibly 
inappr priate given the recent developments 
in East Timor and Indonesia. 


ACTION REQUESTED 


When the Suharto regime is carrying 
onas it has this week, moves towards closer 
relations with Indonesia tell that regime that 
their actions are acceptable. It is not the 
time for Canada to announce new trade and 
aid deals, it is the time for strong action to 
back the cause of human rights for East 
Timor and Indonesia. | 

Further, Canada should be calling for 
enforcement of repeated United Nations 
resolutions calling for self-determination 
for East Timor and the withdrawal of Indo- 
nesian troops.. Jean Chrétien made this 
demand in 1991 when he was still leader of 
the opposition: “Just as Canada and the 
world undertook measures to protect the 
Kurds following the Gulf war, the interna- 
tional community should take measures to 
safeguard the rights of the people of East 
Timor. Progress towards respecting human 
rights in much of the world is the direct 
result of pressure from western democra- 
cies,” Chrétien wrote in a letter toa member 
of ETAN. ; 

It is time to put those words into action. 

The diplomatic tactics of the Canadian 
Government in the past have not worked; | 
now the Canadian government must take a __ 
stronger stance on human rights. On Nov. 


12, over 400 people gathered on Parliament | 
Hill in a protest organized by ETAN with | 


one single request: that Chrétien send a 
clear message to the Indonesian govern- 
ment from Canadians that human rights 
violations against the people of East Timor 
will not be tolerated. Further toleration only 
makes the Canadian government even more 
complicit in the worst case of genocide 
since World War II. 

We appeal for urgent letters to the 
Prime Minister. Please ask that Chrétien link 
trade and aid with human rights by not 
announcing any further deals with Indone- 
sia at a time when the human rights situa- 
tion is so bad, and that he make this week’s 
deals contingent on the safety of the Timo- 
rese currently in prison and the end of 
killings in East Timor. Finally, please ask 
that Canada lend full and vocal support to 
the human rights of the East Timorese and 
to the United Nations-mediated peace pro- 
cess, pressing for the inclusion of East 
Timorese representatives in the peace pro- 
cess. 

Please also write to the opposition, 
asking that they raise.these issues in the 
House of Commons. _. 

Appeals can be sent to: 

Prime Minister Jean Chretien, 

FAX (613) 957-5571 

Foreign Minister Andre Ouellet, 

Fax (613) 995-9926 

Opposition Leader Lucien Bouchard, Fax 
(613) 954-2121 l 

Svend Robinson MP, Parliamentarians 
for East Timor, Fax (613) 992-5501 
All of the above can be written, postage 
free, at: House of Commons, Ottawa 
Ont., KIA OAG 

Please also send copies to ETAN at PO 
Box 562, Station P, Toronto, M5S2T1, (416) 


531-5850 (phone/fax). 
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WE'RE WITH: 


The International Peace Bureau (IPB) is the world's oldest inter- 
national non-aligned peace organization. Founded in 1892, we are 
recipients of Nobel Peace Prizes and have permanent status at the 
United Nations. We co-sponsored the 99th annual Conference in 
Toronto helping to "build world community" in 1991. IPB, Rue de 
Zurich 41, CH-1201 Geneva, Switzerland (tel) + 41 22 731-6429 
(fax) 738-9419, 


wa nates “eek erzanad tae. basasa The International Campaign for the 


Innu and the Earth (ICIE) is an 
independent network of individuals 
and organizations dedicated to work- 
ing with the Innu Nation in support of 
— a S 2 ~ S an, their goals. We are one of ten co- 
sponsoring organizations representing 
150+ endorsing and supporting organizations in 23 countries, 100's of individual support- 
ers and the 70,000+ signatories of a petition to stop low-level military flight training. We 
share and are inspired by the Innu people's opposition to this and to other industrial and 


governmental initiatives on their land, Nitassinan (Labrador/Quebec peninsula). Daniel 
Ashini, Director of Innu Rights and Environment, Jnnu Nation, PO Box 119, 


ACT for Disarmament 


We work for peace, the environ- Sheshatshit, Nitassinan (Labrador) AOP 1MO (tel) 709-497-8794 (fax) 497-8396. 
ment and human rights. 
; £ The East Timor Alert Network (ETAN) is a national grassroots 
We are an all volunteer, praon association of Canadians working on behalf of East Timor's right to 
roots, not-for-profit social movement | self-determination. ETAN campaigns to end Canada's cozy relation- 
: . : . $ ship with the generals that rule Indonesia. For almost 20 years, a 
OL RAITAR dedicated o ending hidden holocaust has been going on in the tiny southeast Asian 
Canadian involvement in militarism. country of East Timer. Since Indonesia invaded East Timor in 1975, 
We began as the A gainst Cruise one third of the indigenous people have been killed. ETAN, P.O. Box 


: Bes ot | 562, Stn P, Toronte, ON MSS 2T1 (tel/fax) 416-531-5850. 
Testing (ACT) Coalition in 1982 and 


have organized some of the largest 
demonstrations in Canada. 

We strive to reach people from all 
walks of lifef In keeping with our be- 
lief that pgople.can bring about change, 
we concentrate much of our energy ON The Ontario Environment Network (OEN) is a non-governmental, 
mobilizing people, both by building non-profit network for environmental organizations in Ontario which 


d <a db E seeks to increase the public's awareness of these organizations and to 
mass emonstrations an y network- facilitate communication and co-operation among them. Networks on 


ing on the local, national and interna- environmental issues such as air, energy, forests, labour, land-use, and 


; f waste. OEN, 27 Douglas Street, Guelph, ON N1H 2S7 
tional levels. We believe that sustained, (tel) 519-837-2565 (fax) 837-8113. 


highly public action is the strongest=——- — 


The Helsinki Citizens Assembly (HCA) is an international coali- 
tion of Civic initiatives working for the democratic integration of 

| Europe. A transnational network that works for peace and democ- 
racy in ex-Yugoslavia and other conflict-torn areas. Newsletter, 
books, reports available. HCA, Milady Horakove 103, CZ - 160 00, 
Prague 6, Czech Republic. tel: +42-232-3259 (fax) +42-232-3538, 
A< SE M B LY e-mail hca@ecn.gn.apc.org. ACT is the Canadian contact. 
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lave We nave ze t ji COALITION The oait ustice ın the Maquiladoras (CJM) 
: government policy ior BUSTICE is a tri-national coalition of religious, environmental, 
4 and that demonstrations are an effec- J IN THI labour, sg and ee organizations er seek to 
; > ; i pressure U.S. transnational corporations to adopt 
. tive way of expressing Our views in a MAQUILADORAS socially responsible practices within the maquiladora 
democratic society. industry, to ensure a safe envirormenralong the U.S// 


Mexico border, safe work conditions inside the 
Get up | Stand up ! Contact us: — maquila plants and a fair standard of living for the industry's workers. CJM, 3120 West 
Ashby, San Antonio, Texas 78228, USA (tel) 210-732-8957 (fax) 732-8324. 


ACT for Disarmament 
602 Markham Str Set, The Toronto Environmental Alliance (TEA) formed in 1988, is a 
Toron to ON M 6 G SF Q non-profit, non-governmental organization. TEA is a democratic and 
9 


grassroots group led by volunteers who share a vision of a greener, 


(tel) 53 l -6 l 5 4 ( f ax) 5 3 | E 5 g 50 more equitable Toronto. By providing opportunities for people to 


work together, we develop local solutions to local problems. TEA, 


he 1 401 Richmond Street West, Suite 105, Toronto, ON MSV 3A8 
(e-mail) act@web.apc.org (iy 416-348-0660 (fax) 596.1374 


| | A C: j Iv 1S £ ad The War Resisters' International (WRI) affirms that war is a 


\ did aS A crime against humanity. We therefore are determined not to 
Vol. 10. Issues 7-8 Published by the ACT for Disarmament Cashton  Subsenphon or Donation \ support any kind of war, international or civil, and to strive 
The ACTivist is Ontario's peace newspaper. | w nonviolently for the removal of all the causes of war. WRI, 5 
Subscribe to our monthly publication and stay in- Caledonian Rd., London SE17 1EL, Britain (tel) +44 71 703- 
formed about the latest campaigns led by citizens Ene” Meee ee 

from around the world for peace, ecology and human 
rights. A subscription is available for a minimum 


donation of only $15 to ACT for Disarmament. Drop TOGETHER WE ARE MAKING THE DIFFERENCE 


us a line today-don't miss a single issue. 
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Toe cae gee 8 a e | y | enclose a donation towards my subscription to The O 
the ACTivist is Ontario's peace newspaper, published ACTivist of Ly $15 or [J $___. | realize peace work is l 
expensive: here's my additional donation to ACT of: a8 


rights from around the world, First Nations here at home, I J$ş0o $20 $50 I $100. 


TODAY! 


See a This is a J new subscription LJ renewal 
Asubscriptionto The ACTivist is available fora minimum Sometimes we release our mailing |listto like-minded groups. i 
donation of only $15 to ACT for Disarmament. Drop us a I you don't want any such mailings, check this box: LJ # 


VAN VLA 


as line today - don't miss a single issue! > Name l 

e aes ES See eee the ACTivist, clo ACT for Disarmament, - — l 
Se eee | = >= 602 Markham Street, Toronto, ON Canada M6G 2L8. I City and Postal Code l 
ae eee ae Ss Phone: (416) 531 -6154 o fax: (416) 531-5850. i Phone I 
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